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Jan Lopez of Stockton, left, with friend Monica Davenport of Lodi, her daughter Sydney Davenport and niece Sidney Ketcherson of Lodi, take 
inventory of their shopping at the Arden Fair shopping center. Monica Davenport explained, “We were here at 6 a.m. It was still dark out. It 
wasn’t crowded when we got inside, but it was full like it is now.” 


Smaller mall crowds here make 


Black Friday a bit more mellow 


BY MARK GLOVER AND HUDSON 
SANGREE 


mglover@sacbee.com 


lack Friday isn’t what it 
used to be. 
The lines at dawn 

and crowds at shopping 
centers are largely gone, re- 
placed by online shopping and 
stores that offer deep discounts 
starting Thanksgiving night. 

At Sacramento’s Arden Fair 
mall - home to Apple, Nord- 
strom and Victoria’s Secret - 
there was plenty of parking 
Friday morning and about as 
many people as there might be 
on a busy weekend any other 
time of year. 

It made for a more relaxed 
shopping experience, but those 
who enjoy Black Friday’s tradi- 
tional craziness said they were 
somewhat disappointed. 

John Dollson sat with his 
granddaughter Mya, 10, outside 
the JCPenney store in the mall 


Santa Claus greets children at the Arden Fair mall as shoppers 
searched for holiday bargains on Black Friday. 


while his wife shopped for his 
Christmas gifts. He said he and 
his family had gone to a Target 
in Elk Grove at 6 a.m. Friday 
only to find it mostly deserted. 


“There was no one there. I 
was the fourth person in line,” 
he said. “We used to be in the 


lines in the crowd having a great 


time.” 


Dollson said he thought 
stores opening on Thanksgiving 
night were to blame for the 
thinned-out crowds Friday, 
along with online shopping. 
When his daughter shops, he 
said, “Everything comes in the 
mail.” 

Rischel Yeh roamed Arden 
Fair with her two sisters. Asked 
why they’d brave the mall on 
Black Friday versus shopping on 
their computers, she said, 
“What’s fun about that?” 

Yeh said she and her sisters 
look forward to the Black Friday 
tradition of going to brick-and- 
mortar stores, where they enjoy 
the “camaraderie” and sense of 
adventure. They’d arrived at the 
mall by 8 a.m., filled their car 
with goods, unloaded it at home 
and returned for another round 
of shopping. 

Yeh’s sister, Kim Nguyen, 
appreciated that the mall wasn’t 
as packed as in years past. “This 
is really pleasant,” she said. Her 
third sister, Trinity Nguyen, 
chimed in, “It’s not like people 
fighting.” 

Mall spokesman Nathan Spra- 
dlin said there hadn’t been any 
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Wildfire prevention suggestion is to 
turn off power grid when winds roar 


BY BETTINA BOXALL 
Los Angeles Times 


After last month’s deadly 
Northern California wildfires, 
atmospheric scientist Cliff Mass 
scanned old weather forecasts, 
searching for clues. 

In two high-resolution weath- 
er models for Oct. 8, he found 
ample warning of the crucial 
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ingredient for the firestorm that 
swept across parts of eight 
counties, claiming 43 lives and 
incinerating more than 8,000 
buildings. 

“I said, ‘Oh my God, look at 
the winds,” recalled Mass, a 
University of Washington atmo- 
spheric sciences professor who 
writes a popular weather blog. 
“What if people were paying 
attention to this? What could 
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they have done?” 

The causes of the October 
conflagrations are under in- 
vestigation. But for a number of 
the fires, the prime suspects are 
sparking power lines and elec- 
trical equipment downed by 
winds that gusted to more than 
70 mph. 

“It was a wind event, a sud- 
den onset and pretty sudden 
die-down,” Mass said. “So if 
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you shut the power down for 
nine hours ... it could have been 
a whole different world.” 

For years the state’s primary 
way of dealing with its endemic 
wildfire threat has been to man- 
date vegetation clearance 
around homes in high fire-ha- 
zard zones and require the use 
of fire-resistant building materi- 
als in new construction. 

But as California puts more 
people and houses on one of the 
planet’s most flammable land- 
scapes and the grim list of dead- 
ly wildfires grows longer, some 
experts say it’s time to take 
stronger steps. 


SEE POWER GRID, 10A 
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235 
slain 
as they 
pray in 
Egypt 


BY DECLAN WALSH 
New York Times 


CAIRO 

Militants detonated a bomb 
inside a crowded mosque 
Friday and then sprayed gun- 
fire on panicked worshippers 
as they fled the building, kill- 
ing at least 235 people and 
wounding at least 109 others. 
Officials called it the deadliest 
terrorist attack in Egypt’s 
modern history. 

The scale and ruthlessness 
of the assault, which occurred 
in a small town in the insur- 
gency-racked Sinai Peninsula, 
sent shock waves across the 
nation, not just for the number 
of deaths but also for the 
choice of target. Attacks on 
mosques are rare in Egypt, 
where the Islamic State group 
has targeted Coptic Christian 
churches and pilgrims but 
avoided Muslim places of 
worship. 

The attack injected a new 
element into Egypt’s struggle 
with militants because most of 
the victims were Sufi Muslims, 
who practice a mystical form 
of Islam that some extremists 
deem heretical. And it under- 
scored the failure of President 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, who has 
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MUSK WANTS TO 
DIG THROUGH LA 


Boring Co. spokesman 
says initial proposal 
would start near 
Hawthorne and follow 
1-405 to Westwood. 12A 


BOOK OF DREAMS 


WILDLIFE CENTER 
ASKING FOR HELP 


Wildlife Care Association 
rehabilitates orphaned, 
injured or sick animals 
with a goal of returning 
them to the wild. 1B 
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